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October 17, 2019 

Addressing Federal Leader Responses to Ending Child and Family Poverty  

Campaign 2000: End Child and Family Poverty is a non-partisan pan-Canadian coalition of over 

120 organizations working to end child and family poverty in every province and territory across 

the country.  This federal election cycle, we sent an open letter to the leaders of every 

registered federal party asking about their commitments and strategies to end child and family 

poverty. 

Child poverty continues to exist in every riding across the country in significant numbers, and 

disproportionately impacts certain communities: Indigenous communities, immigrants and 

racialized communities and mother-led lone parent households.  Using the latest available data, 

our report Child poverty by federal riding: The work ahead for Canada’s next Parliament, 

released last week shows that there has been an important decrease in child poverty between 

2015 and 2017, almost 132,000 children have been lifted out of poverty.  But these decreases 

have been felt unevenly across the country, with 28 federal ridings showing increases in the 

rate of child poverty.  In total, nearly 1.4 million children continue to live in poverty across 

Canada. 

Voters expect every federal party to be concerned with, and have a plan to, eradicate child and 

family poverty in Canada.  Our open letter outlines our key, achievable policy recommendations 

to address poverty and the social and economic inequities that accompany it. These 

recommendations are based on our 2018 national report card Bold Ambitions for Child and 

Family Poverty Eradication, and we asked federal party leaders to respond to each one.   

Nine of the 16 registered parties who received our letter provided responses. Several of the 

respondents refocused their response on other parts of their platform which do not explicitly 

address ending poverty for children and families, while others pointed to poverty and child 

poverty-related policies and initiatives in their platforms, but did not directly address the 

recommendations laid out in the letter.  Only one party, the Green Party, responded directly to 

the questions.   

We are adding to this letter an addendum of responses from the three parties who provided 

substantive responses related to child poverty eradication: Green Party, Liberal Party, and New 

Democrat Party (NDP).   

Overall, we are concerned with the lack of federal party plans to end child and family poverty in 

Canada, a persistent and structural challenge that requires strong federal leadership, targeted 

investments, actions and accountability measures.  As outlined in the open letter, we 

recommend the following actions: 

• Measure poverty appropriately to ensure no one is left out. 
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• Strengthening the poverty reduction strategy by investing of $6 billion in the next 
budget, implementing a comprehensive plan and outcomes framework for policies and 
programs, and negotiated roles for provincial, territorial and municipal governments. 

• Authentically collaborate with First Nations, Inuit and Métis governments and other 
Indigenous governance organizations to develop plans to prevent, reduce and eradicate 
child and family poverty in Indigenous communities.  Advance the Truth and 
Reconciliation Calls to Action and Calls to Justice from the Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls Inquiry. Comply with the rulings of the Canadian Human 
Rights Tribunal by providing adequate funding for child welfare services on reserve and 
ensure the full application of Jordan’s Principle for First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples 

• Supplement the Canada Child Benefit with the Dignity Dividend, a GST credit top-up 
suggested by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ 2018 Alternative Federal 
Budget.  Extra efforts are needed to ensure the CCB is accessed by families with higher 
poverty rates such as First Nations families on reserve, children whose parents have 
irregular immigration status and those in families receiving social assistance. 

• Building on federal/provincial/territorial/Indigenous early learning and childcare 
frameworks and agreements by:  

o making federal transfer funds conditional on provincial/territorial action plans 
using evidence-based approaches to building accessible, affordable, high quality, 
inclusive ELCC systems;  

o transferring $1 billion in 2019/2020 to provinces/territories/Indigenous 
communities to build these ELCC systems with the understanding that 
earmarked ELCC funds will grow by an additional $1 billion each year;  

o strengthening collaborative childcare system-building through key elements 
including a childcare workforce strategy, national ELCC legislation, a federal 
Secretariat and supporting the capacity of the childcare community.   

• Increasing funding for the Canada Social Transfer by $4 billion and removing arbitrary 
growth restrictions.  Develop minimum standards for income benefits and social 
services funded through the Transfer, which allow necessary flexibility to provinces and 
territories.  Ensure that important income supplements are not deducted from social 
assistance benefits. Children in lone-parent families should retain child support 
payments, child-related Employment Insurance (EI) benefits should not be deducted 
from provincial income or disability benefits and the federal government should initiate 
binding agreements with provinces and territories to ensure no portion of the CCB is 
deducted. 

• Creating high quality employment opportunities and restoring the minimum wage for 
federally regulated industries, to $15/hour and inflation-indexed annually. Employment 
insurance should be improved by reducing the number of qualifying hours to 360 and 
raising inadequate benefit levels. 

• Enact proactive strategies, including improved employment equity, in the public, non-
profit and private sectors to combat discrimination that contributes to high levels 
poverty. 
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• Enhancing the National Housing Co-investment Fund with an additional $1 billion, 
allocate $1 billion/year to a new supportive housing initiative for vulnerable 
populations, and allocate $1.5 billion for the immediate implementation of the Canada 
Housing Benefit.  Accelerate work to co-develop the Indigenous Housing Strategy. 

• Implement Medicare program that includes national universal pharmacare, preventive 
and restorative dental care and various rehabilitation services. 

• Restore fairness to the personal income taxation system and to re-introducing the 
principle of taxation based on ability to pay. 

 

Ending child and family poverty is a national issue that requires system-wide changes.  It has 

been 30 years since the unanimous passing of the federal all-party resolution to end child 

poverty by the year 2000 and families can no longer wait. Campaign 2000 will continue to work 

with all parties and the government of the day to eradicate child and family poverty in Canada. 

 

Campaign 2000 is a pan-Canadian movement with partners in every province and territory 

across the nation. We work with all leaders across party lines on the shared goal of eradicating 

poverty. 
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1. Poverty as a priority We know that governments are faced by many issues and must set 

priorities. QUESTION: What priority would your government give to eliminating child and 

family poverty? 

 

Of all Canada’s social problems, child poverty may be the most shameful. In 1989, the old-line 

political parties voted unanimously to end child poverty by the year 2000. Despite recent 

improvements, far too many Canadian children still grow up in poverty. Child poverty rates are 

especially high among Indigenous Peoples, single-parent households headed by women, and 

new Canadians. Canada now ranks a dismal 25th out of 38 countries in the Organisation for 

Economic Co-Operation and Development in terms of relative child poverty rates. We can 

eliminate child poverty in Canada. We must start by recommitting to a vision of Canada as a just 

society built around a progressive, fair, and compassionate social safety network. Unlike the 

old-line parties, the Green Party believes reducing child poverty is not just about expanding the 

middle class; we must undertake real structural change to tackle the root causes of poverty. 

The Green Party is committed to doing so. 

 

2. Poverty definition and measurement Canada’s official poverty measure is the Market 

Basket Measure. It is an absolute measure of material deprivation that does not account for 

social exclusion, exposure to stressful environments and discrimination as well as the relative 

Low-Income Measure, which is more strongly related to poor health status and negative 

developmental outcomes. QUESTION: How would your government further define poverty 

and what poverty measure would it use? 

 

The Green Party recognizes that the Market Basket Measure has weaknesses and would consult 

further on strengthening poverty measurement. 

 

3. Poverty reduction strategy It is important that Canada has a poverty reduction strategy. 

The national strategy needs more ambitious targets than reducing poverty by 50% in 12 

years. It requires a clear investment of $6 billion in the next budget, a comprehensive 

implementation plan and outcomes framework for policies and programs, and negotiated 

roles for provincial, territorial and municipal governments. QUESTION: How would your 

government strengthen Canada’s poverty reduction strategy? 

ADDENDUM:  

PARTY RESPONSES TO CAMPAIGN 2000 LEADER’S 

LETTER 
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Greens believe reducing child poverty starts with a stronger commitment to guaranteeing that 

all families have the ability to provide for their children. Research has demonstrated that 

programs providing a universal basic income reduce expenditure on health care – since poverty 

is the single largest determinant of ill health – and the justice system, and increase school 

retention. Such programs are affordable, but the savings and costs of implementation are 

experienced in different orders of government. To proceed will require cooperation of each 

province, territory and Indigenous community through a vehicle such as the Council of 

Canadian Governments. A Green government will support the model of collaborative 

federalism, working with and ensuring fair treatment for provinces, territories, municipalities 

and Indigenous Peoples by establishing a Council of Canadian Governments to set higher order 

policy priorities, with the goal of policy coherence to optimize public spending. It would include 

the federal government, provincial/territorial governments, representatives of the local order 

of government with large city mayors and smaller and rural municipalities, and Indigenous (First 

Nations, Métis and Inuit) governments. This is similar to one in place in Australia. 

 

4. Indigenous child and family poverty Indigenous families suffer from shockingly higher 

poverty rates than other Canadian families, in general. The Government of Canada must 

authentically collaborate with First Nations, Inuit and Métis governments and other 

Indigenous governance organizations to develop plans to prevent, reduce and eradicate child 

and family poverty in Indigenous communities. It must advance the Truth and Reconciliation 

Calls to Action and Calls to Justice from the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 

Girls Inquiry. It must also comply with the rulings of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal by 

providing adequate funding for child welfare services on reserve and ensure the full 

application of Jordan’s Principle for First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples. QUESTION: What 

action would your government take to eliminate Indigenous child and family poverty? 

 

A Green government will respect the holding of the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal for 

children who were taken from their homes on reserve. We have committed $2 billion to 

compensate those affected, in line with the Tribunal’s decision. We will appoint a federal 

Children’s Advocate, who will speak out on issues that often go otherwise unnoticed, such as 

the disproportionately large number of Indigenous children in foster care. 

 

It is unacceptable that any child suffer due to bureaucratic disputes. The Green Party is 

committed to upholding Jordan’s Principle in full, ensuring Indigenous people receive the health 

care they need without being delayed by bureaucratic disagreements over jurisdiction. A Green 

government, we will respect the principle that the government of first contact will pay for the 

services and seek reimbursement later as needed.  

 

A Green government will implement all recommendations of the Inquiry on Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls (MMIWG), which requires engagement across policy 
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areas. We will work with Indigenous organizations to develop a national action plan to end 

violence against women, girls, and gender-diverse people. This will be complemented by an 

increase in access to shelters through increased investment in the Shelter Enhancement 

Program, providing more than 2,100 new and renovated spaces in first-stage shelters and 

hundreds of spaces in transition houses. Our national transportation strategy will also 

specifically address the need for affordable and accessible transit, as recommended in the 

MMIWG report. 

 

We recognize that while a firm commitment is required from any government, policy solutions 

need to be developed collaboratively. Our renewed model of collaborative federalism under 

the Council of Canadian Governments, will provide a forum to discuss long-term solutions 

among different orders of government. We look forward to working with First Nations to make 

nationwide improvements. 

 

5. Inadequacy of income support payments for families with children For families living in 

deep poverty the CCB needs to be supplemented by the Dignity Dividend, a GST credit top-up 

suggested by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ 2018 Alternative Federal Budget. 

Extra efforts are needed to ensure the CCB is accessed by families with higher poverty rates 

such as First Nations families on reserve, children whose parents have irregular immigration 

status and those in families receiving social assistance. QUESTION: Exactly how would you 

increase the adequacy of income support payments to move families with children out of 

poverty? 

 

A Green government will establish a universal Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI) program to 

replace the current array of income supports, such as disability payments, social assistance and 

income supplements for seniors. Payment would be set at a “livable” level for different regions 

of the country. The negotiation to implement a livable income across the country would take 

place through the Council of Canadian Governments. Unlike existing income support programs, 

additional income would not be clawed back. Those earning above a certain total income would 

pay the GLI back in taxes.  

 

6. Inaccessibility of high-quality early learning and childcare (ELCC) services for children living 

in low income families Early learning and childcare services are necessary to provide safe care 

while mothers work and to enhance the development of all children, but it is especially 

important in buffering the effects of poverty on child development. We recommend building 

on federal/provincial/territorial/Indigenous early learning and childcare frameworks and 

agreements by: 

• Making federal transfer funds conditional on provincial/territorial action plans using 
evidence based approaches to building accessible, affordable, high quality, inclusive 
ELCC systems; 
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• In 2019-20, transferring $1 billion to provinces/territories/Indigenous communities to 
build these ELCC systems with the understanding that earmarked ELCC funds will grow 
by an additional $1 billion each year; 

• strengthening collaborative childcare system-building through key elements including 
a childcare workforce strategy, national ELCC legislation, a federal Secretariat and 
supporting the capacity of the childcare community. 
 

QUESTION: How would your government go about enhancing access and the quality of early 

learning and childcare for children whose families live on low incomes within a universal 

system? 

 

Canada needs a plan – a road map to affordable child care for all children. A Green government 

will collaborate with provinces/territories, local communities, Indigenous communities and the 

child-care sector to ensure that a comprehensive short-, medium- and long-term policy road 

map – based on the principles of universality, affordability, quality, inclusivity and equity – 

finally becomes a reality. Canada must dedicate additional resources to making a universal, 

affordable, early learning and child-care (ELCC) system a reality. It cannot occur without public 

funding. Canada needs an ELCC system that contributes to a green Canada. Thus, a Green Party 

government’s child care plan will provide the early educator jobs that sustain local GREEN 

PARTY OF CANADA 2019 63 communities. 

 

It will also recognize that sparsely and unevenly available child-care services force parents to 

take out-of-their-way routes to child care and work, often by car. Green Party plans for child 

care take into account not only parents’ convenience but also climate goals. Location of child 

care must reflect the diversity of family needs and be placed along existing public transit routes, 

including neighbourhood schools, other local buildings, workplaces and transportation hubs. 

The best evidence suggests that ELCC is best situated within the context of other policies that 

support families and children. A Green Party government will follow the example of Quebec 

and other countries, improving and strengthening maternity/parental leave by making it more 

inclusive, more flexible and better paid. Well-designed ELCC is also fundamental to meeting 

broader equity and social justice goals, for fighting poverty, as a foundation for children’s life-

long learning, and as part of the backbone of a thriving society. Quality child care yields high 

social and economic returns in the short and long term by: 

• Supporting women’s workforce participation, education and training. 

• Strengthening children’s health, development and well-being in the early years to 
provide a strong foundation for learning and living in later years. 

• Strengthening inclusion and respect for diversity for children with disabilities, diverse 
ethnic and racial groups, newcomers and disadvantaged Canadians. 

• Countering Canada’s slide towards being a more unequal society. 
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A Green Party government will immediately begin to ramp up federal child care funding to 

achieve the international benchmark of at least one per cent of GDP annually, adding an 

additional $1 billion each year until this benchmark is reached with a mature ELCC system. We 

will eliminate GST on all construction costs related to child-care spaces. 

 

7. Limitations in the Canadian Social Transfer We recommend increasing funding for the 

Canada Social Transfer by $4 billion and removing arbitrary growth restrictions to provide 

sufficient, stable and predictable funding that recognizes regional economic variations, and 

ensures that both federal and provincial governments are accountable for meeting their 

human rights obligations to provide adequate income support for all low income Canadians. 

This will require the development of minimum standards for income benefits and social 

services funded through the Transfer, which allow necessary flexibility to provinces and 

territories. As part of this, it is necessary to ensure that important income supplements are 

not deducted from social assistance benefits. Children in lone-parent families should retain 

child support payments, child-related Employment Insurance (EI) benefits should not be 

deducted from provincial income or disability benefits and the federal government should 

initiate binding agreements with provinces and territories to ensure no portion of the CCB is 

deducted. QUESTION: Exactly how would your government improve the Canada Social 

Transfer? 

 

The Green Party is committed to bringing in a Guaranteed Livable Income to provide adequate 

income support to all low income Canadians. However, changes to the Canadian Social Transfer 

could be pursued as a stop-gap measure. We would pursue evidence-based solutions 

negotiated through the newly established Council of Canadian Governments. 

 

8. Canada’s labour market is not effective enough in decreasing poverty It is necessary for the 

federal government to focus on creating and sustaining high quality employment 

opportunities and restoring the minimum wage for federally regulated industries, to be set at 

$15/hour and inflation-indexed annually. Employment insurance should be improved by 

reducing the number of qualifying hours to 360 and raising inadequate benefit levels. 

QUESTION: How will your government improve the performance of Canada’s labour market 

in reducing poverty? 

 

The Green Party agrees with these positions and has committed in our platform to: 

• Establish the federal minimum wage of $15 per hour. Canada once had a national wage 
standard but it was removed by a previous Liberal government and in that time 
regressive wage policies – like training wages well below minimum wage – have been 
introduced in various provinces. Reinstating a federal minimum wage will create a 
wages floor for every Canadian no matter where they live or work. 

• Work with the Council of Canadian Governments and Statistics Canada to set municipal 
minimum wages in accordance with the differential costs of living across the country 
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9. Women, Indigenous Canadians, racialized Canadians, Canadians with disabilities and 

2SLGBTQ+ Canadians experience discrimination and inequity in Canadian workplaces 

Discrimination contributes to high child and family poverty rates in these communities. The 

federal government should enact proactive strategies, including improved employment 

equity, in the public, non-profit and private sectors. QUESTION: How will your government 

work to end workplace discrimination? 

There has been considerable progress in the ongoing campaign for LGBTQI2+ (lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, trans*, queer, intersex, Two Spirit, plus) equality in Canada with significant and rapid 

changes to legislation on same-sex benefits and pensions and prohibitions against harassment 

and discrimination. But there is still a lot to do. A Green government will: 

• Repeal all federal laws and policies that are discriminatory on the grounds of sexuality, 
including Section 159 of the Criminal Code, and that refer to intersex reality as a defect, 
aberration, or by any other derogatory terms. 

• Establish a funding program within Health Canada to support community-based 
organizations offering targeted LGBTQI2+ youth’s mental health and well-being 
programs, including suicide prevention, peer support, coming out, and counselling. 

• Fund community-driven education and awareness programs that lead to a greater 
understanding of intersex realities and the diversity of sexualities and gender identities, 
and referral programs to direct for trans*, non-binary and Two Spirit people to 
appropriate services. 

• End the discriminatory blood ban. 

• Ban and condemn the practice of medically unnecessary surgeries on intersex children. 

• Ban and condemn the practice of conversion therapy, in all its forms. 

• Ensure access to comprehensive sexual health care and gender affirming health care, 
including hormone treatments and blockers, and gender confirmation surgeries. 

 

10. Many low-income families live in substandard unaffordable housing We recommend 

enhancing the National Housing Co-investment Fund with an additional $1 billion in grant 

money to provide between 10,000 and 15,000 new units annually. We also recommend an 

allocation of $1 billion/year to a new supportive housing initiative for vulnerable populations, 

and an allocation of $1.5 billion for the immediate implementation of the Canada Housing 

Benefit. In addition, we recommend the federal government accelerate work to co-develop 

the Indigenous Housing Strategy, recognizing the critical need for adequate housing both on- 

and off-reserve.  QUESTION: What would your government do to enhance the availability, 

affordability and quality of housing for poor families with children? 

 

Federal incentives for purpose-built rental housing were eliminated in the 1970s. During 

decades of encouraging home ownership, federal support for co-ops, rental housing, social 

housing and supportive housing has languished. We now face a national shortage of affordable 
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housing and as a result, a growing problem of homelessness and housing insecurity. The Liberal 

government’s National Housing Strategy does not address immediate core housing needs 

across Canada. Funding for affordable housing will roll out over 15 years but it is needed now. 

The first-time home buyer grant has been criticized for exacerbating housing speculation and 

commodification. It is past time that the government of Canada moves to ensure that everyone 

has access to safe, affordable housing. The Green Party will enhance the federal government’s 

contribution to meeting the housing needs of Canadians through direct investments, changes to 

tax policies, and lending and granting programs, putting the government’s focus where it is 

urgently needed. 

 

DIRECT INVESTMENTS BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

A Green government will: 

Legislate housing as a legally protected fundamental human right for all Canadians and 

permanent residents. 

• Appoint a Minister of Housing to strengthen the National Housing Strategy so that it 
meets the needs for affordable housing that are unique to each province, and oversee 
its implementation in collaboration with provincial ministers. This recognizes that 
housing is provincial jurisdiction. The target would be 25,000 new and 15,000 
rehabilitated units annually for the next 10 years. 

• Increase the National Housing Co-investment Fund by $750 million for new builds, and 
the Canada Housing Benefit by $750 million for rent assistance for 125,000 households. 

• Create a Canada Co-op Housing Strategy that would update the mechanisms for 
financing co-op housing, in partnership with CMHC, co-op societies, credit unions and 
other lenders. 

 

FINANCING 

• Include new and existing housing as eligible infrastructure for funding purposes, 
allowing the Canada Infrastructure Bank to support provincial and municipal housing 
projects. 

• Provide financing to non-profit housing organizations and cooperatives to build and 
restore quality, energy efficient housing for seniors, people with special needs and low-
income families. 

• Restore tax incentives for building purpose-built rental housing and provide tax credits 
for gifts of lands, or of land and buildings, to community land trusts to provide 
affordable housing. 

• Remove the “deemed” GST whenever a developer with empty condo units places them 
on the market as rentals. 

• Re-focus the core mandate of Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporate (CMHC) on 
supporting the development of affordable, non-market and cooperative housing, as 
opposed to its current priority of supporting Canadian lenders to de-risk investment in 
housing ownership. With many housing markets demonstrably overvalued, and home 
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ownership rates among the highest in the world, individual home ownership should not 
be the preoccupation of a public service housing agency and a national housing strategy. 

• Change the legislation that prevents Indigenous organizations from accessing financing 
through CMHC to invest in self-determined housing needs. 

 

11. Publicly insured services under the Canada Health Act do not include all goods and 

services required for health care We recommend implementation of an enhanced Medicare 

program that includes national universal pharmacare, preventive and restorative dental care 

and various rehabilitation services. QUESTION: How and when would your government 

enhance Medicare? 

 

Expand the single-payer Medicare model to include Pharmacare for everyone as well as free 

dental care for low-income Canadians. These measures have been fully costed by the 

Parliamentary Budget Officer and budgeted for in our platform costing document, starting in 

2020-2021. 

 

12. Inequality of income and assets in Canada is high with many aspects increasing. This leads 

to many negative health and social outcomes. Part of the solution is to continue to restore 

fairness to the personal income taxation system and to re-introducing the principle of 

taxation based on ability to pay. QUESTION: What will your government do to reduce income 

and asset inequality for families with children? 

 

In a Green economy, everyone contributes their fair share to the collective wellbeing. Today, 

the growing gap between rich and poor indicates that something is wrong. The burden of 

taxation is not fairly distributed. A Green government will undertake root-and-branch tax 

reform: 

• Establish an arm’s length Federal Tax Commission to analyze the tax system for fairness 
and accessibility, based on the principle of progressive taxation. The last Tax 
Commission was in the 1960s, so reform is long overdue. This will include 
recommending an appropriate way to tax cryptocurrencies. 

• Close tax loopholes that benefit the wealthy. The stock option loophole is one of the 
most expensive and unfair tax loopholes. Executives with stock options as part of their 
remuneration package only pay half the rate of income tax on this portion of their 
income. The capital gains loophole allows people and corporations to only add half of 
their capital gains to their taxable income, while those with only employment income 
pay taxes on their entire income. Over 90 percent of the value of this tax break goes to 
the richest 10 percent, and about 85 percent goes to the top one percent. 

• End offshore tax dodging by taxing funds hidden in offshore havens and requiring 
companies to prove that their foreign affiliates are actual functioning businesses for tax 
purposes. Provide adequate funding to the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) to collect tax 
revenue hiding in offshore tax havens. Several Auditors General have recommended 
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that the CRA should focus on people who hide vast wealth, rather than conduct random 
audits of ordinary Canadians. 

• Apply a corporate tax on transnational e-commerce companies doing business in 
Canada by requiring the foreign vendor to register, collect and remit taxes where the 
product or service is consumed. The e-commerce sector – giants like Netflix, Facebook, 
Amazon, Google, and Uber command a significant share of the Canadian market but pay 
virtually no tax. 

• Impose a financial transactions tax of 0.5 per cent in the finance sector as France has 
done since 2012. 

• Eliminate all fossil fuel subsidies, including payments and tax write-offs, valued at 
several billion dollars annually. These include the accelerated capital cost allowance on 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and tax write-offs for oil and gas wells, coal mining 
exploration and development, flow-through share deductions for coal, oil and gas 
projects, and oil and gas properties. Despite a promise 10 years ago to eliminate 
subsidies to fossil fuel companies, these subsidies have actually expanded for fracking 
and LNG development. 

• Increase the federal corporate tax rate from 15 to 21 per cent to bring it into line with 
the federal rate in the United States, our biggest trading partner. Mark Carney, former 
Governor of the Bank of Canada, said corporations are holding “hundreds of billions of 
dollars in their bank accounts,” rather than reinvesting in the economy. This dead 
money needs to be mobilized for the transition to a green, renewable economy. 

• Maintain the current level of taxation for small business. 

• Charge a five per cent surtax on commercial bank profits. Commercial banks accumulate 
huge profits – $43.15 billion for the five largest banks in 2018 alone. 14 Credit unions, 
caisses populaires and co-ops will be exempt. 

• Prohibit Canadian businesses from deducting the cost of advertising on foreign-owned 
sites such as Google and Facebook which now account for 80 percent of all spending on 
advertising Canada. 

• Eliminate the 50 per cent corporate meals and entertainment expense deduction, which 
includes season tickets and private boxes at sporting events. 

• Apply a one per cent tax on net (family) wealth above $20 million. 
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Response of the Liberal Party of Canada to Campaign 2000 / Family Service Toronto 

The Liberal Party remains committed to reducing poverty by 50% and helping more Canadians 

join the middle class. Thus far our plan has made immense progress in the last four years by 

reducing poverty by 20%, three years ahead of schedule for this milestone, and lifting 900,000 

Canadians out of poverty, including nearly 300,000 children compared to 2015.  

A re-elected Liberal government will build on the progress already made by the National 

Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS), with significant new investments that will help lift more 

Canadians out poverty and give even more families an equal and fair shot at success. We do this 

by: 

• Immediately strengthening one of the most effective programs for reducing child 

poverty - the Canada Child Benefit (CCB). We will increase the CCB for families with 

children under one by 15 per cent, providing more than $1,000 in additional benefits. 

• Introducing Guaranteed Paid Family Leave within the next year, an ambitious and 

progressive new program that will ensure all families have access to a basic income to 

afford to take time off raising their child in the first year. 

• Taking nearly 40,000 households out of poverty and remove nearly 700,000 Canadians 

from paying tax by raising the Basic Personal Amount so that no Canadians pays tax on 

the first $15,000 they earn. 

• Moving forward with the new Canada Housing Benefit. Starting just months from now, 

this new portable housing benefit will help 300,000 households save $2,500 per year on 

the cost of rent, and take more than 500,000 Canadians out of core housing need with 

the implementation of the National Housing Strategy. 

• Updating the Canada Health Act to ensure that Canadians can access the full range of 

mental health services they need, and implementing consistent national standards. 

• Moving forward to introduce national universal pharmacare so that all Canadians can 

afford the medications they need, at an affordable price. 

• Significantly expanding access to evidence-based, community level addictions treatment 

programs. 

• Immediately doubling our investments in early learning and child care and establishing a 

national secretariat to coordinate a long-term vision for a national child care system. 
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• Implementing a federal minimum wage of at least $15 per hour, and bringing into new 

job protections for Canadians who are currently self-employed through work on digital 

platforms. 

• Investing in additional supports to promote a more inclusive job market for persons 

with disabilities, including the creation of a national workplace accessibility fund so that 

all Canadians have the accommodations they need to find and keep a good paying job or 

to pursue higher education. 

• Making post-secondary education more affordable by boosting student grants by 40 per 

cent, and ensuring that no graduate needs to repay their student debt within 2 years of 

leaving PSE, at any time if they make less than $35,000 per year, or if they have a child 

under the age of 5. 

• Co-developing a distinctions based plan to close all major infrastructure gaps in 

Indigenous communities by 2030 and introducing distinctions-based Indigenous health 

legislation. This will include associated components for urban Indigenous programming, 

including the development of a distinctions-based urban Indigenous housing strategy. 

• Helping seniors by strengthening Old Age Security at age 75 and increasing survivor 

benefits through the Canada and Quebec Pension Plans. These measures will provide 

increased financial security for millions of older Canadians, and take at least 20,000 

seniors out of poverty. 

This builds on important progress we have made over the past four years through the 

introduction of the CCB and the new Canada Workers Benefit, the creation of Canada’s first-

ever federal proactive pay equity regime, and important new investments in the quality 

services that families rely on to join the middle-class, including affordable housing, and 

affordable and high quality child care. In addition to these initiatives, and those outlined in our 

platform, we will continue to take additional steps in order to fully achieve the goals outlined in 

the PRS. We will also continue to make sure that strategies such as the NHS are adequately 

resourced in order to achieve the important, long-term goals they have set out. 

We know that poverty reduction is more than simply a question of income adequacy. It is about 

the ability to participate equally in a community, both socially and economically.  

As outlined in the PRS, we will continue to report on a dashboard of indicators to track progress 

on the many aspects of poverty, from different measures of low income, to Canadians in 

housing need, to the differences in earnings and life outcomes between low-income Canadians 

and those in the middle class. This includes the Low Income Measure, so that we can properly 

assess how poverty reduction interacts with other related measures of inequality, economic 

inclusion and affordability.  

We also understand that we must do more to combat racism, build the conditions for good jobs 

and an equal workplace, and address the unique challenges that communities like LGBTQ2+ 
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Canadians face, if we are to achieve true and substantive equality. To this end, a re-elected 

Liberal government will double investments in Canada’s first ever anti-racism strategy, enhance 

the gender-based violence strategy with a new national action plan, increase mental health and 

community supports for LGBTQ2+ persons, and invest in further research to support evidence-

based policy that will address the unique challenges that women, newcomers, racialized 

persons, Indigenous peoples and youth - among other groups - face in seeking to join the 

middle class.  
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Attention: The National Steering Committee of Campaign 2000  

Dear Friends, 

Thank you so much for writing and for your continued strong advocacy for ending child poverty, 

and poverty more broadly. New Democrats are your natural allies in this struggle and we have 

put forth several commitments in this campaign to meet this shared goal. 

We have tremendous respect for Campaign 2000 and the policies for which you advocate. 

We hope likewise that you and your members and friends will understand and appreciate that, 

in this campaign alone, we have received more than 200 questionnaires from different 

organizations and tens of thousands of individual emails from across Canada on a number of 

issues. As such, the unfortunate reality is that we simply do not have the capacity to reply to 

each of your questions in a fulsome manner. With that being said, we are happy to provide you 

with information about our relevant economic and poverty related commitments. 

In 1989, NDP Leader Ed Broadbent rose in the House of Commons to put forward a successful 

motion to end child poverty in Canada by the year 2000.  Thirty years after Canada’s pledge 

more than a million Canadian children are still living in poverty. Children are still going to school 

on an empty stomach and growing up without a place to call home. That’s because back-to-

back Liberal and Conservative governments have created a patchwork of underfunded supports 

that still leave millions of Canadians struggling on the margins. The Liberals even brought 

forward a poverty reduction strategy without a single dollar of new spending – telling 

Canadians who need help now that they have to wait. 

We need the courage – and meaningful action – to build a Canada without poverty, where all 

Canadians can count on quality public services and community supports to help them lead 

dignified lives.  

A core component of our approach is enshrining the right to housing in law and starting work 

now with a goal of ending homelessness in Canada within a decade. In a country as wealthy as 

Canada, there is no excuse to leave any Canadian living in poverty without a safe roof over their 

head. Our affordable housing strategy will include measures to support Canadians at risk of 

becoming homeless, take the lead from communities about local needs, and adopt a “housing 

first” approach. To help people find an affordable home in the long term, we will support the 

creation of 500,000 units of quality, affordable housing in the next ten years, with half of that 

done within five years. This will be achieved with the right mix of effective measures that work 

in partnership with provinces and municipalities, build capacity for social, community, and 

affordable housing providers and co-ops, and meet environmental energy efficiency goals. 

 



17 
 

Poor health and poverty are linked and a national pharmacare program will mean that all 

Canadians can access the prescription medicine they need, regardless of their income, or 

address. Better access to mental health and addictions support will also form a key part of our 

approach to tackling poverty. 

As disruptive economic forces change the nature of employment in Canada it is important that 

proper support programs are in place in to help Canadians adapt to the changing labour 

demands.  Indeed, with a steep rise in the utilization of automated systems and a 

marked decrease in carbon intensive activities, entire categories of employment are 

disappearing. In response to these new economic realities, New Democrats will work with the 

provinces to launch a national basic income pilot project in addition to continuing Ontario’s 

program, in order to gather data about this approach to tackling income precarity. 

Young families need access to quality, affordable child care. But today, there is an affordability 

crisis in child care across the country. Families are struggling to find child care spaces and get on 

waitlists – before their children are even born. Costs are unaffordable in many cities. And 

parents are forced to make impossible choices between delaying their return to work or paying 

huge amounts for the child care they need. To help ensure that women, and single women in 

particular, are able to enter the workplace, we are also proposing a national, public, 

universal child care program. We believe that this program is critical for lifting women and their 

families out of poverty and is an important way to give all kids a good start in early learning. 

To help tackle the unacceptable rate of poverty among Canadians living with a disability, we will 

launch a full review of income security programs. When it comes to employment, everyone 

deserves a fair shot at a good job that fits their unique abilities. A New Democrat government 

will continue and expand employment programs to make sure that quality employment 

opportunities are available to all. 

For Canadians facing a serious illness, we’ll make Employment Insurance work better by 

extending sickness benefits to 50 weeks of coverage and by creating a pilot project to allow 

workers with episodic disabilities to access benefits as they need them. 

Finally, making sure that all Canadians can access healthy, affordable food is a cornerstone of 

our Canadian food strategy. A national school nutrition program will make sure that no child 

enters their classroom hungry. Children should always have access to healthy food and the 

ability to concentrate on learning. In addition, New Democrats will ensure that a 

reformed Nutrition North program is able to better respond to the needs of Northern families, 

to put an end to chronic food insecurity in the North. 

We hope you will agree that the proposals above represent a very comprehensive set of 

policies to address child poverty and poverty more broadly. While we haven’t addressed the 

specific questions in your extensive survey, we hope that this message and the policies above 

will be well received and judged to be effective. We hope you will accept our invitation to meet 

following this campaign to discuss your specific questions and policy proposals so that we can 
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continue to pursue our mutual goal of eliminating child poverty, and poverty more broadly, in 

the next parliament.  In the meantime, please accept our best wishes Campaign 2000 and our 

thanks for your continued advocacy. 

 

Sincerely, 

Jagmeet Singh 

 


