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Campaign 2000 welcomes the National School Food Program and calls for greater investment in the 
Canada Child Benefit to address child food insecurity in Canada 

For Immediate Release - Campaign 2000: End Child and Family Poverty is pleased to see the federal 
government’s April 1 announcement of the National School Food Program. Children in Canada will now have 
access to an important safety net to mitigate hunger at school.   

The federal government’s investment in the National School Food Program demonstrates its commitment to 
the well-being of Canada’s children and youth. While Campaign 2000 commends the federal government for 
launching this program, the coalition is calling for further investment in income security measures, like the 
Canada Child Benefit (CCB), to adequately address the crisis that is food insecurity in Canada. 

Household food insecurity is an important measure of poverty that is closely associated with children’s health. 
Children living in poverty are at higher risk of developmental issues, chronic illnesses, and mental health 
challenges. A lack of nutritious food and adequate healthcare further exacerbates these health disparities. 
Reducing household food insecurity requires policies that improve the financial circumstances of low-income 
households.  

“When it comes to food insecurity, solutions like community food programs can only do a part of the job. To 
be successful, they must be coupled with strategies to address inadequate or insecure income,” said Chris 
Brillinger, Executive Director of Family Service Toronto. “The launch of a national school food program is a 
good policy decision that will take some pressure off household budgets, but without increases to income 
supports like the CCB, we are not fully addressing childhood food insecurity.” 

In 2021, the national child poverty rate for children under 18 would have been 9.2% higher if there was no 
CCB. This policy is the main federal policy to address child poverty, yet the rate remains at a high 15.6%. 
There is a clear need to enhance the benefit to do more for poverty.  

Increased eligibility and accessibility for the CCB are also needed to further sustain its progress in lifting 
families out of poverty. Families in deep poverty, with precarious immigration status and with informal kinship 
care arrangements, among others, are left behind by current CCB restrictions and clawbacks.  

“This funding announcement is welcome news for Canadian families. The exciting work before us is to build a 
school food system that is nutritious, accessible to all, and supported by local food economies and well-paid 
school food workers,” said Dr. Lesley Frank, Canada Research Chair in Food, Health, and Social Justice and 
Campaign 2000 Steering Committee member. “While we do this, we need to push back on claims that this 
work will solve childhood food insecurity. Without robust income security measures families will increasingly 
struggle to feed their children where they spend most of their time - at home.” 

Campaign 2000 and its partners continue to advocate for an approach to combatting food insecurity that 
accounts for its root causes. Investing in policies that improve families’ incomes is necessary to adequately 
address food insecurity in Canada. 
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Campaign 2000 is a non-partisan, pan-Canadian network of 120 national, provincial and community partner 
organizations committed to working to end child and family poverty, hosted by Family Service Toronto. To 
learn more about Campaign 2000 visit https://www.campaign2000.ca  
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